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Fireside Chat 12 | Protecting Innovation in the
Drone Sector – IP & Patenting with HGF Ltd

17 December 2025

We speak with John Hawtree, Patent Director at HGF Ltd.

ARPAS-UK Director Aleks Kowalski in conversation with aerospace IP
expert John Hawtree of HGF Ltd. This wide ranging discussion covers
patent basics through to more advanced strategy, techniques and
theory, all with an emphasis on application to the drone and wider
aerospace sectors.
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Drawing on nearly two decades of experience – including time with
Rolls-Royce – John provided us with clear, practical guidance on how
operators, developers and manufacturers can protect their innovations
through Intellectual Property (IP) and patenting.

A must watch, especially for those in the aerospace sector, whether you
are new to patents and IP in general or wanting a more advanced
understanding.

Protecting Innovation in thProtecting Innovation in th……

John Hawtree | Patent Director at HGF Ltd

Patent Director at HGF Ltd and head of the firm’s aerospace
group. With nearly two decades of experience – including four
years at Rolls-Royce – he specialises in protecting innovations
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across aviation, uncrewed systems, and advanced technology
sectors. Connect with John on LinkedIn

HGF Ltd - Patent & Trade Mark Attorneys

HGF provides a full range of intellectual property services,
including patent and trade mark acquisition, portfolio

management, appeals, and related support.
Email HGF

Visit their website
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Indra Strengthens Its UK Footprint with Altitude Angel’s GuardianUTM
Acquisition
9 JANUARY, 2026 • 1 MIN READ

Drones in Action: Smithfield Market Renovation Survey
19 DECEMBER, 2025 • 1 MIN READ
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CAA’s CAP 764: Policy & Guidelines on Wind Turbines application to the UK
drone industry
18 DECEMBER, 2025 • 1 MIN READ
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